
Sector overview 

The Bioeconomy IS 

all economic 

activity derived 

from bio-products 

and processes 

In Norfolk + Suffolk 

Biotech East 

About Innovation new Anglia 

Innovation New Anglia is an innovation-

led business support programme 

operating in Norfolk / Suffolk from Dec 

2015—Dec 2018. It encompasses 

delivery partners Hethel Innovation, 

Norfolk County Council, Suffolk County 

Council and Norwich Research Park. 

For more information about our work to 

develop the regional bioeconomy, please 

email ahunter@hethelinnovation.com. 

The Innovation New Anglia project is part financed by the England European Regional Development 

Fund as part of the European Structural and Investment Funds Growth Programme 2014-2020. The 

Department for Communities and Local Government is the Managing Authority for European Regional 

Development Fund. Established by the European Union, European Regional Develop Fund funds help 

local areas stimulate their economic development by investing in projects which will support innovation, 

businesses, create jobs and local community regenerations. 

Biotech +The bioeconomy 

which contributes to 

sustainable and 

resource-efficient 
solutions to 

challenges we face  

in food, chemicals, 
materials, energy 

production, health 

and environmental 

protection. 

Biotech R+D 

businesses 

150 people 

Bioeconomy 

businesses 

25,000 people 

Associated 

sectors 

300,000 people 

Biotech East  is working with businesses in biotech and the 

wider bioeconomy to develop a dynamic network in Norfolk, 

Suffolk and the wider East of England. 

To achieve this, we aim to act as a:  

Source of unique information & guidance 

Pioneer of approaches to innovation 

Platform for new solutions 

Voice of innovative industries 

Host for challenge- and ideas-led events 

Through mapping and market reports, newsletters, workshops and 
consultancy 

Through playbooks, toolkits, pilot and challenge-led projects 

Through collaboration events, hackathons and supply chain 
networking 

Through public sector representation, futurescaping and special 
interest groups 

Through inspiration events, our entrepreneurs club, partnered events 

and sponsorships 
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Challenges For the region 

Agricultural productivity in the UK (including Norfolk and 

Suffolk) has plateaued for 20 years 

A disproportionate increase in the number of over-65s is 

expected in the UK in the next 15 years, and the East of England 

already has more than the national average 

The Climate Change Act commits the UK 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by a 

third by 2020...  

but energy consumption is still expected 
to rise 

The number of obesity-

related admissions to 

hospital in Norfolk, 

Suffolk and 

Cambridgeshire have 

risen by more than 

a quarter between 

2013/14 and 2014/15 

Sectors + industry subgroups 

The main areas of research focus and industry Activity in the Norfolk and Suffolk 

bioeconomy span five key sectors: 

Comparative advantage 
Key institutes and networks 




